
NEWSLETTER
S M A L L  F A R M S  O N  T H E  M O V E

MAY 2025 Bladen & Robeson County

Inside This Issue

A word from Nelson Brownlee

1.2025 N.C. A&T Small Farms
Field Day

2.What to Bring to Your
Accountant

3.  Hurricane Season is Almost
Here: Are You Prepared?

4.Risk Management Basis: What
Every Farmer Needs to Know

5.Upcoming Events

The “Small Farms on the Move Newsletter” has
returned to provide small farmers in
Southeastern North Carolina with important
information on timely topics and upcoming
events. Please do not hesitate to call North
Carolina Cooperative Extension, Robeson Center,
if you need any assistance. 
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TAKE ADVANTAGE OF SOIL TESTING
Soil testing is a service provided by the North Carolina
Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services
(NCDA&CS) at their Agronomic Division in Raleigh
that will assess the present levels of major plant
nutrients, soil pH, and micronutrients. You can pick
up free kits at your local Extension Center. Soil
samples are currently free through November. For
more info, visit https://www.ncagr.gov/agronomi/
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We’re excited to announce registration is now open for this year’s Small Farms Field Day,
taking place on Friday, June 20, 2025, from 9:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Please register yourself
and your farmers as early as possible to help us with planning.

This year’s Field Day features both Plant and Animal Tracks, providing hands-on
demonstrations and practical takeaways for a variety of interests.

What to Expect:

Plant Track

How to assess soil health
How to properly cut seed ginger for sprouting
How to trellis field tomatoes
How to scout for tomato pests (insects and diseases)
Small walk-behind equipment showcase

Animal Track

How to assess small ruminant health
How to use a chicken plucker and scalder
How to manage hoop-based pork production
How to assess beef/dairy cow health

Both tracks will also feature program highlights for Small Farms 360 and the
Community Garden Leadership Academy.

✨ Registration is Now Open!

2025 Small Farms Field Day Registration

https://robeson.ces.ncsu.edu/

2025 N.C. A&T Small Farms Field Day
By Nelson Brownlee

2.

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=dd1E2NekH0u9M7wLHHlsOHTvwnmNK3ZBo0Z-G-w8jItUQTlXUTRTN0kzNzFUN1JIVlJUQkFaREczOS4u
https://robeson.ces.ncsu.edu/


https://robeson.ces.ncsu.edu/

What to Bring to Your Accountant
By Bryan E. Mills and Kevin Kim

Mississippi State University Extension

Financial record keeping is an important aspect of farming. Tracking how your
farm is doing over time can help you diagnose any potential issues that may
arise. Having an accountant can help you understand how your farm is doing
financially and prepare your tax returns. To save time and money, it is essential to
provide your accountant with accurate records that reflect what actually
happened on your farm. Mislabeling an income or expense can lead to incorrect
categorization that will take your accountant more time to correct and/or could
create a higher tax bill. 

You know your farm better than your accountant, and the more detailed records
you have on your farm, the better they are going to be able to help you prepare
your financial documents. 

The following are some tips to make your records more organized for your accountant:

1.Keep business and personal expenses separate.
2.Record information on each income and expense transaction.
3.Have the principal- and interest- payment figures separated for any fixed-asset loans.
4.For any contract laborer who is paid more than 600 dollars within the tax year, or any

employee for whom you pay payroll taxes, your accountant will need that person’s
social security number and address to file a 1099 or W-2 form for those workers on
your behalf. 

This list is just a starting point for what you need to think about before visiting your
accountant. Again, you know your farm better than your accountant, so the more
information you can bring to you accountant, the better they will be able to help you.
This will save both your accountant’s time and your money.  It will also allow you to get a
better understanding of how your farm is doing financially. In both good and tough
years, it is important to know your full financial situation so you can plan accordingly. 
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Soil Sample Kit

Hurricane Season is Almost Here:  Are You Prepared?
By Nelson Brownlee

The Atlantic hurricane season starts on June 1. The 2025
hurricane season, which officially runs through November 30,
is predicted to be above average. Meteorologists and tropical
researchers are urging people to prepare early and thoroughly.
Southeastern North Carolina has had a history of devastating
hurricanes. From Hurricanes Floyd, Matthew, and Florence,
which brought catastrophic flooding, to Hurricanes Hazel and
Fran, which caused significant wind damage, this area is very
vulnerable.  

Being prepared can significantly mitigate the impact of a hurricane. Early preparation
allows residents to address potential risks and ensure safety measures are in place before
a storm threatens. Here are some crucial steps to take:

4.

Create an Emergency Plan – Develop a family emergency plan that includes
evacuation routes, meeting points, and communication methods. Ensure all family
members understand the plan and practice it regularly.
Build a Disaster Kit – Assemble a kit with essential supplies, such as non-perishable
food, water, medications, flashlights, batteries, a first-aid kit, and important
documents. Include enough supplies to last at least three days.
Prepare Your Family for the Possibility of a Hurricane – Don’t be reluctant to talk with
your family about the possibility of a hurricane, fire, tornado, or flood. Thought and
action before the disaster hits usually helps family members react wisely. Families that
work together to prepare for the problem will cope better than those who do not take
precautions.
Correct Potential Home Hazards – Inspect your home for vulnerabilities. Install storm
shutters, reinforce doors and windows, and secure loose outdoor items. Conduct a
thorough inspection of your home, promptly identifying and rectifying any potential
hazards.
Protect Valuable Records – Protecting family papers is an important part of preparing
you for dealing with natural disasters. Check your homeowner’s insurance policy to
ensure it covers hurricane damage. Consider purchasing flood insurance, as standard
policies typically do not cover flood damage.
Plan for Pets – Include your pets in your emergency plan. Ensure they have proper
identification, and prepare a pet emergency kit with food, water, and other necessities.
Stay Informed – Keep abreast of weather updates and alerts from reliable sources such
as the National Hurricane Center and local media outlets. Sign up for National
Weather Service or local media emergency alerts to receive timely information.

With an active hurricane season predicted, you must prepare now. Early and thorough
preparation can make a significant difference in protecting lives and property. By taking
proactive steps and staying informed, you can face the upcoming hurricane season with
greater confidence and resilience.  

https://robeson.ces.ncsu.edu/


Risk has always been a part of agriculture, but farming in America has changed
drastically over the past few years. Increasingly, farmers are learning it is now a game
with new risks. The most successful farmers are now looking at a deliberate and
knowledgeable approach to risk management as a vital part of their plan. For them,
risk management means farming in a more rapidly changing world. It is the ability to
deal with risks that comes with new farming opportunities.

One common method of classifying risk is to look at risk as it affects the various
functions on the farm. Farmers generally deal with five types of risks. They are:

1.Production
2.Marketing
3.Financial
4.Legal Issues
5.Human Resource Issues

There are five action steps farmers can use to manage risks. They include
identification, assessment, treatment, implementation, and evaluation. One of the
most important risk management tools is purchasing crop insurance. Crop insurance
provides two important benefits. It ensures a reliable level of cash flow and allows
more flexibility in your marketing plans. Risk management can also be used as a tool
for preparing for, responding to, and recovering from disasters by developing disaster
risk-management plans.

Remember, there is no substitute for preparation. Preparation starts with knowing
your vulnerabilities and what you have at risk. Most risk can be managed, but if you
can’t measure it, it is hard to manage it. Having a plan in place, helps manage risks
associated with your farm. 

https://robeson.ces.ncsu.edu/

Risk Management Basics: 
What Every Farmer Needs To Know

By Nelson Brownlee
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Upcoming Events

Robeson County Farmers Market, Lumberton  
Open thru December
Wednesdays 3:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.
Saturdays  8:00 a.m. – Noon.  
Located 3  and Water Streetrd

AGAware Free Workshops on Farm Finance Management!
JULY 28
Douglas Atrium Event Center,  114 N Peterson Ave #100
Douglas, Georgia

AUG 14
Clemson Kresge Hall, 415 Charlie White Trail
Pendleton, South Carolina

AUG 21
Moore County Ag Center, 707 Pinehurst Avenue
Carthage, North Carolina

Workshops are 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
Register at AgSouthFC.com/AGAware

September 26 - October 4, 
77  Robeson Regional Agricultural Fair, Robeson County Fairgrounds, Highway 41 South,
Lumberton .

th

There will be lots of rides and entertainment, farm exhibits, great food, and fun. Come
join us at the Fair!
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